ABSTRACT AIMS -This article describes and analyses prisoners' experiences of drug treatment in prison in four Nordic countries: Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden. The article examines how prisoners experience drug treatment, control and sanctions as related to three main topics, namely motivation; the content of the measure and relations to staff; and control and sanctions. METHODS & DATA -The article is based on data from twelve prisons, three in each of the four countries; 91 interviews with prisoners; and around six months of observation. The two main kinds of drug treatment measures are drug treatment units and day programmes. RESULTS -Prisoners described several motives to participate in drug treatment measures: to leave drugs and crime; to renew relations with family and friends; to solve health problems; and to improve their prison conditions. Prisoners found that drug treatment measures offered possibilities to acquire new ways of being. Staff behaviour seemed to be more important to prisoners than the methods used, and some prisoners seemed more positive to staff involved with the drug treatment than to other staff. A surprising finding was the prisoners' limited critique of controls and sanctions. We see this as embedded in the situation of being a prisoner, and also in relation to contexts outside prison. CONCLUSION -In discussing their experiences in the treatment units, prisoners are not so concerned about the rehabilitative features or the controls and sanctions. They evaluate their present situation in light of a future, which is their real concern. This is in line with a main task for staff, which is to prepare prisoners for release.
Introduction
This article focuses on prisoners' experiences of drug treatment measures and punishment in four Nordic countries.
1 It provides data from a comparative project in Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden. 2 In this article our aim is to give voice to prisoners' experiences of these programmes, an approach that has a long tradition in the sociology on prisons. There is a recent similar tradition in the sociology of welfare, which also incorporates recipients of welfare services (cf. Frank et al., 2015) .
In all the four countries (as in many others), the prison policy has two main aims.
One is to punish, 3 which entails maintain- other and creating synergy (cf. Kolind et al., 2013) . ii) When it comes to staff members, some found no problems in these combinations or view them as beneficial, while others found that prison features are incompatible with traditional treatment (e.g. Giertsen & Rua, 2014; Bruhn et al., 2010) .
In this article we describe the experienc- (Stevens, 2012) . Stevens (2013) has investigated motivation for prison TCs and discerned different motivation types among the prisoner participants: "enthusiastic", "follower to others" and "desperate". All three types expressed a desire for change of some kind, but they were often not well-informed about the content of the TC activities. Other studies have shown that despite coercion, many participants in prison-based drug treatment were satisfied with the community "atmosphere", the activities and their counsellor (Melnick et al., 2004) .
Some researchers have argued that women in prison suffer from more difficulties than men due to poor educational background, mental health issues or physical health problems (Langan & Pelissier, 2001) , while other studies have not found women in prison to be more vulnerable (Neale et al., 2005) . Some studies have argued that the small number of women in prison puts limits on the incentive to develop prison drug treatment designed for women, which also hampers differentiation in the general drug rehabilitation resources in prison (Easteal, 2001) . TCs but only as regards re-incarceration (Welsh & Zajac, 2013) . The focus in our present study is not, however, on effects, but rather on prisoners' experiences and reflections. A recurrent theme in research on drug treatment is whether this should be based on voluntary participation or should be compulsory. Outside the prison setting, compulsory treatment has been shown to have little or no effect in preventing drug abuse (Klag et al., 2005) . One prison study identified coercion and other common disadvantages to prison-based treatment, among them inappropriate referral, inadequate staff recruitment, training and redeployment and over-reliance on the institutional and peer culture (Farabee et al., 1999) . To sum up, therapeutic communities seem more successful than day programmes, female prisoners' spe- 
Methods and data

Prisoners' motivations for participation in drug treatment
Motivation was a central theme in the interviews. This is no wonder, as motivation 
